CITY OF JANESVILLE

Special City Council Proceedings

October 25, 2018

The Janesville City Council met in special session on Thursday, October 25, 2018 in the Council Chambers of City Hall at approximately 4:30 p.m. with Mayor Carroll in the Chair and Council Members Worrell, Stapleton, and Bettis present.  Absent were Council Members Robinson and Hanson.  Also present were City Attorney, Gary Boveia, City Clerk, Chris Murley, Police Chief, Randy Samec, Public Works Director, Becky Wrage, Joe Elsinger with MSA Professional Services, Richard White, and Guy Pariseau.

Motion by Council Member Bettis and seconded by Council Member Stapleton approving to adopt the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.

The Council discussed the proposed list of Stormwater Improvement Projects and costs, as well as the possible transfer of general fund surplus reserve funds of $40,000 to a stormwater utility fund to finance the projects.
Motion by Council Member Stapleton and seconded by Council Member Hanson approving to table RESOLUTION 1626 – A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SURPLUS TRANSFER OF $40,000 TO A NEWLY CREATED STORM WATER UTILITY FUND (740) until the necessary stormwater utility ordinance has been approved and published.  Motion carried.

Council Member Hanson entered meeting at approximately 4:48 p.m.

The various rate structures for a Stormwater Utility were then discussed.
Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) Method:  Generally represents the average amount of impervious area on a single family residential parcel.  This value – 3,600 square feet – was determined by measuring the impervious surfaces on a randomized sample of single family residential homes throughout our city.  This value is used as a billing unit for all other types of properties.  The city considered a $1 per month minimum ERU fee for every 3,600 square feet of impervious surface on a parcel.  This $1 ERU based fee would be an annual minimum fee of $12 for a residential parcel and up to $1200 for a non-residential parcel measuring 100 total ERUs.  This system wasn’t well received by our business and agricultural community and thus not favored by a portion of the city council.  As stated and written in Mr. Elsinger’s October 8, 2018 Project Update Memo, MSA Professional Services continues to recommend an ERU based system as it’s the only system they expect to withstand legal challenges.
Flat Rate Method:  Each category (Residential, Duplex Residential, Multi-Family Residential (MFR) and Non-Residential) of land use is charged a single rate.  A monthly flat fee of $1.50 would generate approximately $8,000 annually.
Tiered Method:  Each category (Residential and Non-Residential) of land use is charged a different rate.  A two (2) tiered plan charging a $1.00 monthly fee for residential and a $6.00 monthly fee for non-residential would generate approximately $10,000 annually.
It was determined and understood that undeveloped parcels without buildings would be exempt from stormwater utility fees.  Further, credits for direct discharge or no-discharge will not be available if the council chooses to go with a flat or tiered rate method.
Motion by Council Member Stapleton and seconded by Council Member Hanson approving to propose a two tiered stormwater utility monthly rate plan of $1 for residential and $6 for non-residential parcels.  Motion carried.  Council Member Worrell opposed.
Motion by Council Member Hanson and seconded by Council Member Stapleton to approve a proposed stormwater utility effective date of April 1, 2019.  Motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Hanson and seconded by Council Member Stapleton to approve a proposed stormwater utility billing cycle with fees accruing monthly and billed annually.  Motion carried.
Motion by Council Member Bettis and seconded by Council Member Worrell approving to table Wellmark Health and Dental Insurance Premium Renewal, effective January 1, 2019 for additional information.  Motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Stapleton and seconded by Council Member Worrell to approve, as presented, Windstream Iowa Communications, LLC’s Application for All Construction in Right-of-Way.  Motion carried.

The next regular city council meeting will be held as normally scheduled, 6:00 p.m. on Monday, November 12, 2018.
Motion by Council Member Worrell and seconded by Council Member Stapleton approving to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting closed at 6:12 p.m.
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